
Saint Christopher Parish Finance Council 
Meeting Minutes 

May 12, 2016 
 
Members Present:  Patty Howe, Fern Reilly, Deb Rufer, Jim Schroeder and Fr. William Vernon 
 
Members Absent:  Jim Delaney 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm and opened with a prayer by  
Fr. William. 
 
Review and Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the April 6, 2016 meeting were reviewed. 
A motion for approval was made by Deb Rufer, seconded by Fr. William, and approved by the 
Council. 
 
2016-2017 Budget Overview:  Patty Howe presented the budget overview for the 2016-2017 
year.  The budget is still in-progress. Many of the accounts will be budgeted with amounts 
similar to the 2015-2016 budget in anticipation of minimal changes. Patty stated there are no 
changes to health care costs this next year. The Finance Council will meet again in June to 
further review the budget for next year. 
 
Building and Grounds Maintenance Update: Father William updated the Finance Council on 
two recent Building and Grounds Committee projects. 
 
Parking Lot at St. Andrew: Fr. William updated the Council on the parking lot project at St. 
Andrew Church. Ron Lease (project manager) and Dan Schneider (an engineer) volunteered 
their services to provide a solution for resurfacing the parking lot.  Working together, they drew 
up proposals for the project and bid process. The Building and Grounds Committee as well as 
the Finance Council were agreeable to moving forward with the project. Bids were sought and 
received for resurfacing the parking lot by Payne and Dolan, Inc.; Hammersley Stone Co.; and 
Wolf Paving.  The project includes resurfacing the existing parking lot, widening the driveway 
entrance at Main Street and squaring off the parking lot (gaining parking spaces and improving 
water drainage), adding a sidewalk to be located along the disabled parking stalls, and 
creating additional disabled parking stalls. The Building and Grounds Committee 
recommended accepting the bid from Hammersley Stone Company ($144,000).  The Finance 
Council was agreeable to financing the project with existing parish funds and donations 
received. 
 
Window Restoration at St. William Church: Fr. William stated the Diocese had conducted an 
inventory and assessment of all stain glass windows in the diocese. The windows at St. 
William Church were noted to be some of the most valuable windows in the diocese. Fr. 
William stated these windows are in need of restoration as some windows are warping and 
near breaking.  Fr. William received an estimate of the cost for each window and information 
about the restoration process. He would like to finance the restoration project by allowing 
individuals or families to sponsor the restoration of a specific window. Several of the windows 
were purchased in memory of loved ones, and he would like to talk with these families to allow 
them the first opportunity to sponsor a window. The Finance Council was in agreement with 
this plan. In order for the restoration project to be scheduled to begin, the Council agreed that 
the funds could be drawn from savings, and the savings could be replenished later with 
donations from sponsorships. 
  



Next Meeting: The next Finance Council meeting will be held on Thursday, June 15, 2016 at 
6:00 pm in the Fireplace Room. 
 
Closing Prayer: Fr. William closed the meeting with a prayer and blessing. 
 
Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Fern Reilly 


