
Saint Christopher Parish Finance Council
Meeting Minutes

July 24, 2018

Members Present: Ron Lease (Chairman), Jim Delaney, Jim Vesely, Fr. John Sasse and Ken Kenyon 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm and opened with a prayer by Fr. John.

Review and Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed. A motion for 
approval was made by Father, seconded by Jim D, and approved by the Council.  

Staffing:  Father reported that the new Parish Secretary has been hired.  The cost will be about $9000 over 
budget, however.

Profit/Loss Review:   This meeting was for review of the 2018/19 budget only, so the P/L was not 
reviewed.  

Annual Catholic Appeal:    No report.

Budget 2018/2019.  
Patty had distributed the correct preliminary budget, which reflects our changes from our 6/28 meeting, 
by email and provided Father with copies.  This budget is dated 7/11/18.  

The budget projects a year end deficit of $60k and so would require a transfer of that amount from our 
reserves unless we receive additional contributions or reduce expenses.  The original proposed budget 
had a deficit of over $120k so this Council has reduced the deficit by about $60k.  In past years the 
parish has received special contributions of over $100k so we might not have a deficit at all.  Earnings 
on our investments are expected to be higher than the budgeted amounts so that will also help.  But we 
still feel that we need to minimize expenses until we know more about what the contributions will be.

Ken presented charts which show our collections and e-tithing for the last two years.  These show a 
decline in the last few months.  If the latest amounts are projected for the year we will be below the 
budgeted collections.

Father recommends improved Stewardship to get the collections up.  He suggested that we all look at 
the Wichita, KS Diocese Stewardship program model which has been very successful in improving 
stewardship with respect to both service and tithing.

The relationship of the school planning efforts to the budget was discussed. The school plan has 
specific financial requirements set by the Bishop before it could proceed so it should not affect current 
Parish operations.  But, it could be affecting the parishioner’s attitudes toward donating to the Parish 
now.  Jim D. recommended announcing that the school would not start until some specific date at least 
2 years from now.  That would diffuse the anxiety in the Parish.  Father invited Jim to attend the next 
school planning meeting to explain the concerns.

Ken made a motion to accept the 7/11/18 budget.  Jim V seconded.  Passed.

Other Business:
Annual Report: Patty will be available to do the report to the Diocese.  A summary will be presented to 
the Parish at the end of the calendar year.

Agenda: We haven’t had an agenda for the last few meeting.  Ken volunteered to prepare the agenda 
until the new Administrator is hired.

Church exterior cleaning:  The cost will be $3899.



Gate lighting:  This seems to be not absolutely necessary at this time and will be delayed until next 
year.

Dumpster gate repair:  Ron can do much of this so the cost would be less than $2000.  This is deemed 
necessary and is approved.

Meeting schedule: Ken will inform Davonna of our regular, fourth Tuesday, 6 pm meeting time and get it 
on the calendar.

Next Finance Council Meeting:  Tuesday, August 28 at 6:00 pm in the Fireplace Room.

Closing Prayer: Father John led the Council in a closing prayer.

Adjourn: Motion to adjourn: Father      Second:  Jim D.  Approved.   The meeting adjourned at 8:11 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,
Ken Kenyon
Secretary


