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A Christmas novena is usually prayed, starting nine days 

before Christmas.  This novena was composed by an Italian 

priest, Rev. Charles Vachetta, C.M., in 1721. Most of the 

material comes from the Old Testament prophecies and the 

Psalms referring to the promised Redeemer. 

 

The novena consists of Opening Responsory Prayers, Psalm 

(Let the Heavens Be Glad), Scripture Reading, Magnificat 

with Daily Antiphon and Closing Prayer.  

 

This novena is prayed in conjunction with the O Antiphons, 

and if you are using an O Antiphon House or Tower, you 

would open the windows during this prayer.  

 

Scripture Readings are from the New Revised Standards 

Version, Catholic Edition. 

 

Attributes: 

 

Booklet created by Kendra at www.CatholicAllYear.com 

From information found at www.CatholicCulture.org 

Taken from Living and Celebrating The Advent-Christmas Seasons 

© 1982 by the Daughters of St. Paul, and The Twelve Days of 

Christmas by Elsa Chaney, © 1955 The Liturgical Press. 
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Prayer: 

Opening Prayers: 

Father: O Lord, open my lips. 

All: And my mouth shall proclaim Your praise. 

Father: O God, come to my assistance. 

All: O Lord, make haste to help me. Glory to the 

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As 

it was in the beginning, is now and will be for-

ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Father: Our Lord and King is drawing near, O 

come, let us adore Him. 

All: Our Lord and King is drawing near, O 

come, let us adore Him. 

Eldest Child: Rejoice, O you daughter of Sion 

and exult fully, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 

the Lord and Master comes, and there shall be a 

brilliant light in that day, and the mountains 

shall drop down sweetness, and hills flow with 

milk and honey, for in that day the Great Prophet 

will come, and He Himself will renew Jerusalem. 

All: Our Lord and King is drawing near, O 

come, let us adore Him. 

Eldest Child: Behold, the God-man of the 

house of David will come to sit upon the royal 
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throne, and you will see Him and your heart will 

rejoice. 

All: O come, let us adore Him. 

Eldest Child: Behold, the Lord our Protector 

will come to save us, Israel's holy One, wearing 

the crown of royalty on His noble brow and He 

will exercise His rule from sea to shining sea, and 

from the waters of the river to the ends of the 

earth. 

All: O come, let us adore Him. 

Eldest Child: Behold, the Lord and King will 

appear, and He will not deceive; but if He should 

delay, wait for Him to come; He will surely come 

and will not tarry. 

All: O come, let us adore Him. 

Eldest Child: The Lord will come down like rain 

upon the fleece of Gideon; justice will thrive and 

an abundance of true peace; all the kings of the 

lands of the earth will adore Him, and every na-

tion will serve Him. 

All: O come, let us adore Him. 

Eldest Child: A Child will be born to us, and He 

will be called God the almighty; He will sit upon 

the royal throne of David His father, and He will 

hold sway, the sign of His power on His shoulder. 
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Closing Prayer: 

Father: O Lord, hear my prayer. All: And let my 

cry come to You. 

Father: Let us pray: Hasten, we beseech You, O 

Lord; do not delay; grant us the help of super-

natural virtue, so that Your coming will be a con-

solation to those who hope in Your mercy. You 

who live and reign with God the Father in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, God world without 

end. All: Amen. 

Father: Let us bless the Lord. All: And give 

Him thanks. 

Father: May the souls of the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in 
peace. All:Amen. 
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Magnificat 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 

rejoices in God my Savior for He has looked with favor on 

His lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed; the Al-

mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His 

name. 

He has mercy on those who fear Him in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of His arm, He has scattered 

the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, And has 

lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, And the rich 

He has sent away empty. 

He come to the help of his servant Israel for He has re-

membered His promise of mercy, the promise He made 

to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. 
Amen. 
 
(All: Repeat the Antiphon for the Day) 
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All: O come, let us adore Him. 

Eldest Child: Bethlehem, city of the Most High 

God, from you will come forth the King of Israel, 

and He will proceed forth from His eternity; and 

He will be greatly praised in the midst of the en-

tire universe; and there will be peace in our land 

when He will have come. 

All: Our Lord and King is drawing near, O 

come, let us adore Him. 

(On the Eve of Christmas add:) 

Eldest Child: Tomorrow the wickedness of the 

whole world will be destroyed, and over us will 

reign the Savior of the world. All: Our Lord and 

King is drawing near, O come, let us adore Him. 

Eldest Child: Near at last is Christ our 
King. All: O come, let us adore Him. 
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Let the Heavens Be Glad 

All:Blow ye the trumpet in Sion, for the 

day of the Lord is nigh: behold, He will 

come to save us, alleluia, alleluia! 

The following prayer can be said all together, or 

each phrase recited alternately. 

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice. O 

all you mountains, praise the Lord. 

Let the mountains break forth into gladness, and 

the hills with justice. 

For the Lord shall come and to the poor He shall 

show mercy. 

Drop down dew, you heavens, from above and let 

the clouds rain the Just One; 

Let the earth be opened and bud forth the Savior. 

Be mindful of us, O Lord, and visit us in Your sal-

vation. 

Show to us, O Lord, Your mercy, and grant us 

your salvation. 

Come, O Lord, in peace visit us that with a per-

fect heart we may rejoice before You. 
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20. O Key of David, and Sceptre of the 

House of Israel, who opens and no man 

shuts, who shuts and no man 

opens: Come and bring forth the cap-

tive from his prison, he who sits in 

darkness and in the shadow of death. 

 

21. O King of the Gentiles and their de-

sired One, the Cornerstone that makes 

both one:Come, and deliver man, 

whom You formed out the dust of the 

earth. 

22. O King of the Gentiles and their de-

sired One, the Cornerstone that makes 

both one:Come, and deliver man, whom 

You formed out of the dust of the earth. 

 

 

23. O Emmanuel, God with us, our King 

and Lawgiver, the expected of the na-

tions and their Savior: Come to save us, 

O Lord our God. 

24. With the rising of the sun, you will soon see the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, coming forth from His Father, as the 
bridegroom, from His bridal chamber. 
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After each Scripture reading: 

 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: Drop down dew from above, O you heav-
ens, and let the clouds rain the Just One. 
 

Daily Antiphons for the Magnificat 

16. Behold, the King will come, the Lord of the earth, and He 

will remove from us the yoke of our captivity. 

17. O Wisdom, who came from 

the mouth of the Most High, 

reaching from end to end and or-

dering all things mightily and 

sweetly, Come, and teach us the 

way of prudence. 

18. O Lord and Ruler of the 

House of Israel, who appeared to 

Moses in the flame of the burn-

ing bush and gave him the law on 

Sinai:  Come and redeem us 

with outstretched arm. 

19. O Root of Jesse, who stands 

for an ensign of the people, before 

whom kinds shall keep silence and 

unto whom the Gentiles shall make 

supplication: Come to deliver us, 

and tarry not. 
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Come, O Lord, do not tarry; do away with the of-

fenses of Your people. 

Come and show to us Your countenance, O Lord. 

You sit upon the cherubim. 

Father: Glory to the Father and the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

All: As it was in the beginning, is now and will 

be forever. Amen. 

All: Blow ye the trumpet in Sion, for the 
day of the Lord is nigh: behold, He will 
come to save us, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Scripture Reading 

December 16: Genesis 3:1-15 
 

The First Sin and Its Punish-
ment 

3 Now the serpent was more crafty 

than any other wild animal that 
the LORD God had made. He said to the 

woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The 

woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees in the gar-

den; 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of 
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle 

of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or 
you shall die.’” 4 But the serpent said to 

the woman, “You will not die; 5 for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes 

will be opened, and you will be like God,
[a] knowing good and evil.” 6 So when 

the woman saw that the tree was good 

for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be de-

sired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate; and she also gave some to 

her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were 

opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves to-

29  

Luke 2:1-8  

 

The Birth of Jesus 

2 In those days a decree went out from 

Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2 This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirin-

ius was governor of Syria.3 All went to 
their own towns to be regis-

tered. 4 Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 

city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and 

family of David. 5 He went to be regis-
tered with Mary, to whom he was en-

gaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 In that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 
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December 24: Micah 5:1-5 
 

 The Ruler from Bethlehem 

5 [a] Now you are walled around with a wall;[b] 
    siege is laid against us; 

with a rod they strike the ruler of Israel 
    upon the cheek. 

 
2 [c] But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 
    to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 
strength of the LORD, 

    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be 

great 

    to the ends of the earth; 
5 and he shall be the one of peace. 

 
If the Assyrians come into our land 

    and tread upon our soil,[d] 
we will raise against them seven shepherds 

    and eight installed as rulers. 
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gether and made loincloths for themselves. 

8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking 

in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from 

the presence of the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the 

man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He 
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, 

and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?”12 The man said, 
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 

gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then 
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this 

that you have done?” The woman said, “The ser-
pent tricked me, and I ate.” 14 The LORDGod said 

to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you among all animals 

    and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 

    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” 
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 December 16: Romans 1:18-25 

The Guilt of Humankind 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and wicked-
ness of those who by their wickedness sup-

press the truth. 19 For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has 

shown it to them. 20 Ever since the creation 
of the world his eternal power and divine na-

ture, invisible though they are, have been 
understood and seen through the things he 

has made. So they are without excuse;21 for 

though they knew God, they did not honor 
him as God or give thanks to him, but they 

became futile in their thinking, and their 
senseless minds were darkened. 22 Claiming 

to be wise, they became fools; 23 and they 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 

images resembling a mortal human being or 
birds or four-footed animals or reptiles. 

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts 

of their hearts to impurity, to the degrading 

of their bodies among themselves,25 because 
they exchanged the truth about God for a lie 

and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed for-

ever! Amen. 
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seph, but before they lived together, 

she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, be-

ing a righteous man and unwilling to ex-
pose her to public disgrace, planned to 

dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 
are to name him Jesus, for he will save 

his people from their sins.” 22 All this 
took place to fulfill what had been spo-

ken by the Lord through the prophet: 

23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When 

Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he 

took her as his wife, 25 but had no mari-
tal relations with her until she had 

borne a son;[b] and he named him Je-
sus. 
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December 23: Isaiah 7:10-16  
 

Isaiah Gives Ahaz the Sign of 

Immanuel 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, say-

ing, 11 Ask a sign of theLORD your God; 
let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, 
and I will not put the LORD to the 

test.13 Then Isaiah[a] said: “Hear then, O 
house of David! Is it too little for you to 

weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also?14 Therefore the Lord himself will 

give you a sign. Look, the young woman
[b] is with child and shall bear a son, and 

shall name him Immanuel.[c] 15 He shall 
eat curds and honey by the time he 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good.16 For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good, the land before whose two kings 
you are in dread will be deserted. 

 
Matthew 1:18-25  

 

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah
[a] took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Jo-
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December 17: Genesis 3:14-20  
 
14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

    cursed are you among all animals 

    and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 

    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said, 

“I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 

    in pain you shall bring forth children, 
yet your desire shall be for your husband, 

    and he shall rule over you.” 

17 And to the man[a] he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your 

wife, 
    and have eaten of the tree 

about which I commanded you, 
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
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    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread 

until you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 

you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.” 

 
20 The man named his wife Eve,
[b] because she was the mother of all liv-
ing. 

 
 Romans 5:12-21  
 

Adam and Christ 

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the 

world through one man, and death came 

through sin, and so death spread to all 
because all have sinned— 13 sin was in-

deed in the world before the law, but sin 
is not reckoned when there is no 

law. 14 Yet death exercised dominion from 
Adam to Moses, even over those whose 

sins were not like the transgression of 
Adam, who is a type of the one who was 

to come. 

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. 

For if the many died through the one 
man’s trespass, much more surely have 
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Ephesians 2:12-22  

 
12 remember that you were at that time without 

Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of prom-

ise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once 

were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he 

has made both groups into one and has broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility be-

tween us. 15 He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might 

create in himself one new humanity in place of 
the two, thus making peace, 16 and might recon-

cile both groups to God in one body[a] through 
the cross, thus putting to death that hostility 

through it.[b] 17 So he came and proclaimed peace 

to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near; 18 for through him both of us have ac-

cess in one Spirit to the Father.19 So then you are 
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citi-

zens with the saints and also members of the 
household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus him-
self as the cornerstone.[c] 21 In him the whole 

structure is joined together and grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built 

together spiritually[d]into a dwelling place for 
God.  
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your ancestors; 13 he will love you, bless you, and 

multiply you; he will bless the fruit of your womb 
and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your 

wine and your oil, the increase of your cattle and 
the issue of your flock, in the land that he swore 

to your ancestors to give you. 14 You shall be the 
most blessed of peoples, with neither sterility nor 

barrenness among you or your live-
stock. 15 The LORD will turn away from you every 

illness; all the dread diseases of Egypt that you 
experienced, he will not inflict on you, but he will 

lay them on all who hate you. 16 You shall devour 
all the peoples that the LORDyour God is giving 

over to you, showing them no pity; you shall not 
serve their gods, for that would be a snare to 

you. 

17 If you say to yourself, “These nations are more 

numerous than I; how can I dispossess 
them?” 18 do not be afraid of them. Just remem-

ber what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to 
all Egypt, 19 the great trials that your eyes saw, 

the signs and wonders, the mighty hand and the 
outstretched arm by which theLORD your God 

brought you out. The LORD your God will do the 
same to all the peoples of whom you are 

afraid. 20 Moreover, theLORD your God will send 

the pestilence[a] against them, until even the sur-
vivors and the fugitives are destroyed. 21 Have no 

dread of them, for the LORD your God, who is pre-
sent with you, is a great and awesome God. 
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the grace of God and the free gift in the 

grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 
abounded for the many. 16 And the free 

gift is not like the effect of the one 
man’s sin. For the judgment following 

one trespass brought condemnation, but 
the free gift following many trespasses 

brings justification. 17 If, because of the 
one man’s trespass, death exercised do-

minion through that one, much more 
surely will those who receive the abun-

dance of grace and the free gift of right-
eousness exercise dominion in life 

through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass 

led to condemnation for all, so one 
man’s act of righteousness leads to jus-

tification and life for all. 19 For just as by 
the one man’s disobedience the many 

were made sinners, so by the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made right-

eous. 20 But law came in, with the result 
that the trespass multiplied; but where 

sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more, 21 so that, just as sin exercised 

dominion in death, so grace might also 

exercise dominion through justification
[a] leading to eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
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December 18: Genesis 17:15-23  
 
15 God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, 

you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will 

give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 

come from her.”17 Then Abraham fell on his face 
and laughed, and said to himself, “Can a child be 

born to a man who is a hundred years old? Can 

Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “O that Ish-

mael might live in your sight!”19 God said, “No, 
but your wife Sarah shall bear you a son, and 

you shall name him Isaac.[a] I will establish my 
covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for 

his offspring after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have 
heard you; I will bless him and make him fruitful 

and exceedingly numerous; he shall be the fa-
ther of twelve princes, and I will make him a 

great nation. 21 But my covenant I will establish 
with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this 

season next year.” 22 And when he had finished 
talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 

23 Then Abraham took his son Ishmael and all the 
slaves born in his house or bought with his 

money, every male among the men of Abraham’s 
house, and he circumcised the flesh of their fore-

skins that very day, as God had said to him. 
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December 22: Deuteronomy 7:6-21  
 
6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God; 

the LORD your God has chosen you out of all the 
peoples on earth to be his people, his treasured 

possession. 

7 It was not because you were more numerous 

than any other people that the LORD set his heart 
on you and chose you—for you were the fewest 

of all peoples. 8 It was because the LORD loved 
you and kept the oath that he swore to your an-

cestors, that theLORD has brought you out with a 
mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house 

of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God 

is God, the faithful God who maintains covenant 
loyalty with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, to a thousand genera-
tions,10 and who repays in their own person 

those who reject him. He does not delay but re-

pays in their own person those who reject 
him. 11 Therefore, observe diligently the com-

mandment—the statutes and the ordinances—
that I am commanding you today. 

Blessings for Obedience 

12 If you heed these ordinances, by diligently ob-
serving them, the LORD your God will maintain 

with you the covenant loyalty that he swore to 
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Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David.33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this 

be, since I am a virgin?”[b] 35 The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born[c] will be 

holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 
her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing 

will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word.” Then the an-

gel departed from her. 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with 
haste to a Judean town in the hill country. 
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Romans 4:13-23  

 
13 For the promise that he would inherit the world 

did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of 

faith. 14 If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 

void.15 For the law brings wrath; but where there 
is no law, neither is there violation. 

16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that 

the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed 
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 

of the law but also to those who share the faith of 

Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17 as it 
is written, “I have made you the father of many 

nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 

existence the things that do not exist.18 Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become 

“the father of many nations,” according to what 
was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 

be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he consid-
ered his own body, which was already[a] as good 

as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), 
or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s 

womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning 
the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 

faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully con-

vinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22 Therefore his faith[b] “was reckoned 

to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it 
was reckoned to him,” were written not for his 

sake alone. 
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December 19: Deuteronomy 15:13-20  
 
13 And when you send a male slave[a] out from 

you a free person, you shall not send him out 
empty-handed. 14 Provide liberally out of your 

flock, your threshing floor, and your wine press, 
thus giving to him some of the bounty with which 

the LORD your God has blessed you. 15 Remember 
that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and 

the LORD your God redeemed you; for this reason 

I lay this command upon you today. 16 But if he 
says to you, “I will not go out from you,” be-

cause he loves you and your household, since he 
is well off with you, 17 then you shall take an awl 

and thrust it through his earlobe into the door, 
and he shall be your slave[b] forever. 

You shall do the same with regard to your female 

slave.[c] 

18 Do not consider it a hardship when you send 

them out from you free persons, because for six 
years they have given you services worth the 

wages of hired laborers; and the LORD your God 
will bless you in all that you do. 

The Firstborn of Livestock 

19 Every firstling male born of your herd and flock 
you shall consecrate to the LORD your God; you 

shall not do work with your firstling ox nor shear 
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to make them sit with princes 

    and inherit a seat of honor.[c] 
For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, 

    and on them he has set the world. 
 
9 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 
    but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; 

    for not by might does one prevail. 
10 The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; 

    the Most High[d] will thunder in heaven. 
The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 

    he will give strength to his king, 
    and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

 
Luke 1:26-39  

 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 

by God to a town in Galilee called Naz-
areth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her 

and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
with you.”[a] 29 But she was much perplexed by 

his words and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not 

be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the 
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December 21: 1 Samuel 2:1-10  
 

Hannah’s Prayer 

2 Hannah prayed and said, 

“My heart exults in the LORD; 

    my strength is exalted in my God.[a] 
My mouth derides my enemies, 

    because I rejoice in my[b] victory. 
 
2 “There is no Holy One like the LORD, 
    no one besides you; 

    there is no Rock like our God. 
3 Talk no more so very proudly, 

    let not arrogance come from your mouth; 
for the LORD is a God of knowledge, 

    and by him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken, 

    but the feeble gird on strength. 
5 Those who were full have hired themselves 
out for bread, 

    but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. 
The barren has borne seven, 

    but she who has many children is forlorn. 
6 The LORD kills and brings to life; 

    he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 

    he brings low, he also exalts. 
8 He raises up the poor from the dust; 

    he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
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the firstling of your flock. 20 You shall eat it, you 

together with your household, in the presence of 
the LORD your God year by year at the place that 

the LORD will choose. 
 
Acts 3:18-26  

 
18 In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, that his Messiah
[a] would suffer. 19 Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be wiped out, 20 so 

that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, and that he may send the 

Messiah[b] appointed for you, that is, Je-
sus, 21 who must remain in heaven until the time 

of universal restoration that God announced long 
ago through his holy prophets. 22 Moses said, 

‘The Lord your God will raise up for you from 

your own people[c] a prophet like me. You must 
listen to whatever he tells you. 23 And it will be 

that everyone who does not listen to that 
prophet will be utterly rooted out of the peo-

ple.’ 24 And all the prophets, as many as have 
spoken, from Samuel and those after him, also 

predicted these days. 25 You are the descendants 
of the prophets and of the covenant that God 

gave to your ancestors, saying to Abraham, ‘And 
in your descendants all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.’26 When God raised up his ser-
vant,[d] he sent him first to you, to bless you by 

turning each of you from your wicked ways.”  



18  

December 20: Isaiah 28:14-20  
 
14 Therefore hear the word of the LORD, you scof-

fers 
    who rule this people in Jerusalem. 
15 Because you have said, “We have made a 
covenant with death, 

    and with Sheol we have an agreement; 
when the overwhelming scourge passes through 

    it will not come to us; 

for we have made lies our refuge, 
    and in falsehood we have taken shelter”; 
16 therefore thus says the Lord GOD, 
See, I am laying in Zion a foundation stone, 

    a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation: 

    “One who trusts will not panic.” 
17 And I will make justice the line, 

    and righteousness the plummet; 
hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, 

    and waters will overwhelm the shelter. 
18 Then your covenant with death will be an-

nulled, 
    and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; 

when the overwhelming scourge passes through 

    you will be beaten down by it. 
19 As often as it passes through, it will take you; 

    for morning by morning it will pass through, 
    by day and by night; 

and it will be sheer terror to understand the 
message. 
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20 For the bed is too short to stretch oneself on it, 

    and the covering too narrow to wrap oneself in 
it  
 

Romans 10:5-11  

 

Salvation Is for All 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that 
comes from the law, that “the person who does 

these things will live by them.”6 But the right-
eousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say 

in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or 

‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to 
bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it 

say? 

“The word is near you, 

    on your lips and in your heart” 
 

(that is, the word of faith that we pro-
claim); 9 because[a] if you confess with your lips 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so is 
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and 

so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who 
believes in him will be put to shame.” 
 

 


